
Tender: 1978 Freight-

liner carrying 3,000 gal-

lons of water with struc-

ture fire pumping capa-

bilities. 

 

The District is manned with 

a total of 16 volunteers. We 

currently have 13 firefighters 

and 3 cadets based out of one 

main station. Out of the 13 

firefighters ten are medic 

certified, one is a Paramedic, 

six EMT Basics and three 

Medic First Responders. 

This all calculates to 121 

years of medic experience 

and 175 years of fire experi-

ence. 

Drakes Crossing Rural Fire 

Protection District was 

formed in April 1967 by a 

group of men who came to-

gether and decided a service 

needed to be provided to 

protect the community in the 

event of a fire. 

 

A protection boundary line 

was imposed by Marion 

County that encompasses 25 

square miles. That original 

boundary still exists today. 

Our demographics include 

farmland, heavily forested 

areas, home sites and agri-

cultural businesses. Within 

this we have a resident popu-

lation of about 800 people. 

The District is served by six 

pieces of emergency appara-

tus: 

 

Rescue Unit: 2002 Ford 

F550 crew cab with 

walk in patient care 

area. 

Structure Engine: 1995 

International crew cab, 

carrying 1,000 gallons 

of water. 

Brush Rig: 1978 Ford 

4x4, currently used as a 

command vehicle and 

off road for wildland 

fires. 

Brush Rig: 1996 GMC 

one ton carries 300 gal-

lons of water and two 

personnel. 

Brush / Tender: 1995 

International crew cab 

4x4 carrying 1,500 gal-

lons of water for wild-

land fires and water 

shuttling. 

 

A b o u t  d r a k e s  c r o s s i n g  f i r e  

d e p a r t m e n t  

By: Fred Patterson, Training Officer 
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If you are not called to be a firefighter or EMT but 
would still like to volunteer at Drakes Crossing 
Fire District, there are two other positions held by 
citizens of our District. We have a 5-member 
Board of Directors, which meets on a monthly ba-
sis. This position requires your attending one 
meeting per month and is an elected 4-year posi-
tion. We also have a 5-member Budget Commit-
tee, whose task is to meet once a year, in April, to 
help pass the Budget. This position requires your 
attending only one meeting a year and is an ap-
pointed position for 3 years. We welcome any in-
quiries you might have about either position. 
Please call 503-873-4397 and ask for Carmen. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES EXIST FOR ALL 

Fire trucks left to right:  Tender, Brush Tender, Brush Rig, Structure 

Engine and Rescue Unit 



 

Anyone who says, „you can‟t teach an old dog new tricks,‟ hasn‟t been to the Santiam Fire Academy.  I 

recently graduated from the fall 2008 Academy class and would highly recommend the experience to any-

one interested in a little adventure and community service.  The Academy serves as the volunteer fire-

fighter training school for the Santiam valley, which includes the: Stayton, Sublimity, Aumsville, Turner, 

Jefferson, Scio and Drakes Crossing fire districts. Officers from all of the districts serve as instructors, pro-

viding a wealth of experience and insight into the art of fighting fires (it‟s not just putting the wet stuff on 

the red stuff).  We learned about fire science, firefighting equipment, tactics, techniques and procedures 

for fighting various types of fires and mitigating property loss.  The course culminated in a “live 

burn” (burning down a house) where we did interior attacks and exterior attacks in a true fire environ-

ment.  If you‟ve ever wondered what it would be like to drive a fire truck, handle a fire hose or haul some-

one out of a burning building this is the course for you and the best part is you will get to meet some 

great people and serve your community while doing it.    

Drakes Crossing fire fighters 

are dispatched for an emergency 
response by North Marion County 
Communications, (NORCOM), located 

in Woodburn. Volunteers respond 
from their home or work to the fire 
station and respond to the emer-

gency with the designated appara-
tus. Calls for service range from 
medical emergencies (sprains, 

breathing problems, heart attacks), 
motor vehicle accidents requiring 
extrication, to fires both structure 

and wildland. 
The year was pretty quiet 

with only 37 emergency responses 
within the district and 7 calls for as-
sistance to other agencies. Here is a 

break down of the calls for service 
2008: 

 
District Medical  8  
District Fire  9 
Silver Falls Medical 9 
Silver Falls Misc.  1 
Vehicle Accident  9 
Misc. (Assistance) 1 
  
Assist other agency 7  

Drakes crossing fire received new brush 

truck 

By: Ethan Hupp 

C a l l s  f o r  

s e r v i c e  

P a g e  2  D r a k e s  C r o s s i n g  A l a r m  

OLD DOGS AND NEW TRICKS 

By: Terry Walstrom, Fire Fighter 

 At the first drill of the New Year in 2008 our dedicated volun-

teers noticed something new hanging out in our apparatus bays. It was a 

Standard cab brush truck painted the familiar Forest Service green. It 

was announced that our fleet of apparatus was welcoming this new ad-

dition, soon to be known as Brush 447.  

Fred Patterson, our training officer, got us a wonderful deal on 

this new brush unit through his regular job working for the Oregon De-

partment of Forestry. WE got it FREE! Yes, that’s right—FREE! Brush 

447 came to us through the Federal Excess Property Program. It was 

formerly a fire patrol unit for the forest service out of the La Grande 

area. It was no longer needed, so this unit, along with several others, 

was offered up on a free lease program.  

We picked this unit up for no cost, and our only obligation is 

once we have no more use for it we are required to return it to the pro-

gram in whatever condition it is in. It did need some cosmetic and func-

tional work, so our volunteers got to work, spending countless hours 

polishing the metal surfaces, removing equipment before painting and 

reinstalling it all, installing new equipment, engraving and labeling eve-

rything from hand tools to fire hose. We rewired several components  to 

this vehicle including adding external lighting and back-up lights, re-

placing the radio antennas, and installing new radios and sirens. 

After the painting was complete, our own board member, Gary 

Farmer, donated his time and product to apply the lettering and striping 

that makes this such a beautiful piece. Thank you to all of the volun-

teers who helped out, and to the community for supporting us for so 

long!  



State Park.  
Volunteer fire fighters are 
men and women over age 18 

who live within the fire pro-
tection district. Fire fighters 

meet every Monday evening 
at 7:00pm for training and 
outdoor drill. New recruit fire 

fighters are required to attend 
the Santiam Canyon Fire-

fighter Academy. Recruits will 
be trained in Entry Level fire 
fighting, Fire Fighter I, Appa-

ratus Driving, Hazardous Ma-
terials, Vehicle Extrication and 
Wildland Firefighting. Those 

who successfully complete 

this training will become certi-
fied by The Department of 
Public Safety Standards and 

Training and ready to respond 
to structure fires and other 

emergencies. 
This is also a very good way 
to get to know the people in 

our community and help 
those in need. 

If you have an interest in 
serving the Drakes Crossing 
community please stop by the 

Drakes Crossing fire station 
on Monday evening at 
7:00pm or feel free to call 

503-873-1454. 

honor and pride.” If any of you 

know Matt, that is him. 
Walstrom was pre-

sented with the “Ember Award.” 

The Ember Award is for a stu-
dent who has put forth an effort 
above and beyond the require-

ments. It includes attendance, 
homework and quiz scoring, 
and helping others in a non de-

meaning manner. When as-
signed tasks or practical appli-
cation they seemed to come as 

second nature. He also con-
ducted himself in a professional 

manner that showed he is 
proud to be a part of the ser-
vice to the community. The Em-

ber Award recipient is selected 
through the instructor cadre. 
 

Congratulations guys! 

Matt Chavarria and 

Terry Walstrom recently 
graduated the Santiam Fire 
Fighter Academy. The two 

were recognized for out-
standing achievement. 

Chavarria was selected 

by his peers for the “Silent 
Hero Award.” This award is 
given based on; Integrity – 

“the act of being honest with 
yourself, with those around 
you and your community,” 

Honor – “the conscious choice 
to respect others, to respect 

yourself and to respect what 
you stand for,” Pride – “taking 
ownership for your actions” 

and last but not least, Com-
mitment – “choosing to do 
what you said you would do 

for the sake of your integrity, 

V o l u n t e e r  F i r e  f i g h t e r s  a n d  C a d e t s  

W a n t e d !  

C h a v a r r i a  a n d  W a l s t r o m  r e c o g n i z e d  

 a t  F i r e  f i g h t e r  a c a d e m y   

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

The Drakes Crossing Fire Dis-

trict is looking for volunteer 
fire fighters. Day time re-
sponders are in critical need, 

but all applications will be 
helpful.  

The Drakes Crossing Rural 
Fire Protection District covers 
approximately 25 square 

miles and contains 10 miles of 
scenic Silver Falls Hwy. The 

district provides fire and 
medical emergency service to 
a population of about 800 

people, about 210 permanent 
residential structures, a gen-
eral store, a church, K – 8th 

grade school and Silver Falls 

Matt Chavarria 

Terry Walstrom 



Crossing is continuing a cam-

paign to get reflective numbers 

on every driveway. Throughout 

this campaign a volunteer fire 

fighter from Drakes Crossing 

will place a post and number 

placard at the end of your drive-

way with reflective numbers 

visible on two sides. We are 

asking for a $15.00 contribu-

tion to cover the cost of the ma-

terials. This will help emergency 

service personnel to find your 

home during a 911 event, pro-

viding you with quicker more 

efficient service. 

 The Drakes Crossing 

Fire Association is offering a 

driveway identification program. 

Many mailboxes are bent up or 

the numbers are wearing off. 

So, help us help you. 

 Proper addressing is 

very important to our fire dis-

trict. Every home should be 

identified with numbers large 

enough to see. When every 

minute counts we donõt want to 

pass up your address. Numbers 

should face both directions at 

the end of your driveway. 

  District-wide Drakes 

 An order form can be 

picked up at the Silver Crest 

Market or stop by the station on 

Monday evenings.  Also, you 

can go online at 

www.Drakescrossingfire.com 

and down load the form. 

Then mail it with your donation 

to: 

 Drakes Crossing Fire Dept. 

Attn. Driveway ID 

19364 Powers Cr. Lp. Rd 

Silverton, OR 97381 

 It may take a couple of 

weeks to get them up as this is 

done by volunteers.  

Drakes Crossing Fire District 
19364 Powers Creek Loop Rd 
Silverton, OR 97381 

 

Phone: 503-873-6868 

Fax: 503-873-6868 
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I f  y o u  c a l l e d  9 1 1  f o r  h e l p  

DCRFPD 

 

 

 

Mailing label Here  

For those of you who have the driveway signs we thank you for participating in the program. 

Remember to take a few minutes and maintain the area around those signs so we can continue 
to see them. It would only take a minute of your time with the weed eater or trimmer to keep 

them cleared and that may save us precious time when you are in need of assistance. 

http://www.drakescrossingfire.com/

